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CHAPTER XVI.
ROVING FLAME.
FOR a whole month, from the I2th of March to the I2th of
April, Nana Sahib remained concealed in the pll. He
wished to give the English authorities time either to make,
some mistake by thinking he was dead, and so give up the
search, or to go on a false scent in quite another direction.
The two brothers did not go out in the daytime themselves,
but their faithful followers went forth throughout the valley
visiting the villages and hamlets, announcing in ambiguous
words, the approaching apparition of a great " moulti;" half
god, half man, and thus preparing their minds for a national
rising.
When night fell, Nana Sahib and Balao Rao ventured1
to quit their retreat. Following the banks of the Nerbudda,
they went from village to village, from pal to p&l, awaiting
the time when, with some security, they might attempt the
domains of the rajahs under British rule. Nana Sahib
knew, besides, that there were many semi-independent